
TICKSEED is a showy, perennial herb that originates from the eastern regions of 

the United States of America. It was originally imported into South Africa as a garden 

ornamental, but has escaped cultivation to become invasive in various parts of the coun-

try. The leaves, which are dull green, lanceolate, and up to 15 cm long, form a tuft at the 

base of the plant (i). From October to December, a single, bright yellow daisy-like flower 

is borne at the tip of each flower stem (ii). Individual stems may be as high as 50 cm, the 

flower is about 6 cm across and generally has about eight, toothed petals (iii). Flowers 

are followed by tiny, broadly-winged concave seeds (iv). Tickseed is a declared invader 

throughout South Africa and must be controlled, or eradicated where possible.  

 

THE PROBLEM 

The seeds (iv) of these plants germinate readily, and in virtually any kind of soil. Infesta-

tions may frequently be seen along roadsides and railway lines, but also in grasslands 

where the plant has the potential to replace pompom weed, another serious invasive 

alien that is currently being investigated for biological control. Owing to its vigorous 

growth, prolific seed production, and ability to thrive in poor quality soil, tickseed may 

eventually transform the natural habitats in which it occurs. Plants spread by means of 

rhizomes in the soil, and by seed, which may be spread by birds and other animals.  

 

THE SOLUTION 

Tickseed can be controlled mechanically by removing plants by the roots, or by cutting 

them down with a mower. Plants should then be allowed to rot in a black bag in the sun 

for a few days to ensure that the seeds and rhizomes don’t begin a new infestation wher-

ever they are dumped. Although no herbicide has been registered for use against tick-

seed, a broad-leafed herbicide may be effective - check with your nurseryman or local 

agricultural co-operative. As with most invasive alien plants, the only long-term sustaina-

ble solution for infestations of tickweed is biological control. Unfortunately, at this stage, 

no potential agents have been identified for biocontrol. In the meantime, gardeners and 

landowners are strongly advised to remove and destroy these plants where they occur, 

and replace them with indigenous plants, such as gazanias (Gazania krebsiana and 

hybrids) and tick berry, or bietou bush (Chrysanthemoides monilifera). These fast-

growing, hardy, and drought-resistant plants grow in almost any kind of soil, and make a 

most attractive show when they flower in winter. The flowers attract bees and butterflies 

to the garden, and the sweet, fleshy seeds of bietou bush are popular with birds. Bietou 

bush is invasive in Australia where it is free of its natural pests and diseases. 
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